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Virtually all knowledge accumulated by human beings can be 
found in books and libraries. Animals must start anew with each gen¬ 
eration, but man builds upon the accumulated and recorded knowledge of 
the past. He is constantly adding to the present store of knowledge 
which makes progress in all areas of human endeavor.^- Can one think 
of a better storehouse for this accumulated knowledge than a library? 
America has placed great stress upon the educational patterns 
and library aims of its society. The emphasis is upon democracy for 
all. The goals of the library as well as the goals of education, must 
be inclusive enough to embrace all people.^ Libraries are provided 
basically through public and private funds, because democratic success 
depends upon an educated public. 
There is no panacea for library service programs and it may 
not be possible for a school's library to provide all services. It is 
believed, however, that the program should be balanced and meet the 
needs of the pupils attending. 
A review of literature pertinent to this study reveals that 
authors agree that effective library programs can be continued only 
Ijohn W. Best, Research in Education (Englewood Cliffs, N. J.: 
Prentice-Hall, 1959), p. 31. 
^Lucile F. Fargo, The Library in the School (Chicago: American 
Library Association, 1947), p. 14. 
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through periodic evaluation. Since the area of library service is 
greatly emphasized, it seems reasonable to believe that much attention 
should be given to it. Tauber stated that, "The survey of individual 
libraries, . . ., has been directed at identification of conditions, 
. . ., for the purpose of outlining a programme of procedure of im¬ 
provement . "1 
Such realization has given rise to the library service program. 
The area has continued to grow because of the concern with the improve¬ 
ment of human growth, a need for increasing understanding of democratic 
values, a need to acquire skill in cooperative planning, action and 
evaluation, and a need to develop improved relationships between the 
many learning experiences of the school. 
An aspect of American education is the use of boards of educa¬ 
tion for control of public schools on the state and local levels. It 
is the responsibility of such boards to see that the aims, ideals and 
goals of American education are executed. The local board of educa¬ 
tion assumes the responsibility for the appointment of the school ad¬ 
ministrators. Because today's parents and community members are be¬ 
coming more aware of library programs, board members should familiar¬ 
ize themselves with the basic elements of such programs and should se¬ 
lect administrators capable of providing necessary leadership. Admin¬ 
istrators sufficiently acquainted with library service should be ap¬ 
pointed. The board, however, is not expected to have specific knowl¬ 
edge about library service, it should, however, have general knowledge 
of its services and functions. 
^-Maurice F. Tauber, "The Implications of Library Surveys," 
Australian Library Journal, X (April, 1961), 55-56. 
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Actual leadership for the organization and administration of an 
effective library program must come from the school*s administrator. 
It should be understood that library service is only one portion of the 
total school program and the administrator must provide active and in¬ 
formed leadership if the program is to succeed. One of the first re¬ 
sponsibilities of administrators, it is felt, is the delegation of li¬ 
brary duties to the librarian. 
It is important that the need for library service in the ele- 
mentary school be realized; however, this alone is not enough. If li¬ 
brary service is to satisfy the school's needs, it cannot be effi¬ 
ciently provided with poor planning. It must be carefully organized 
in terms of purposes, objectives, responsibilities, and relationships. 
Experiences in library service now demonstrate that the following spe¬ 
cific purposes of the school library are basic in the development of a 
reasonably successful library program: (l) participation, (2) stimu¬ 
lation, and (3) cooperation in the school's program as it strives to 
meet the needs of pupils, teachers, parents and other community 
members.1 
From a review of four surveys on school libraries, the find¬ 
ings were similar. In Miller's2 and Willingham's^ studies, it was 
-*-Mary Peacock Douglas, The Teacher-Librarian's Handbook 
(2d ed.; Chicago: American Library Association, 1949), pp. 2-3. 
2Maxine Antionette Miller, "A Survey of the Southside Elemen¬ 
tary School Library, Helena, Arkansas, 1964-65 (unpublished Master's 
thesis, School of Library Service, Atlanta University, 1964). 
3üoris Dalton Willingham, "A Survey of the Nathan B. Forrest 
Elementary School, Atlanta, Georgia" (unpublished Master's thesis, 
School of Library Service, Atlanta University, 1961). 
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revealed that in two elementary schools the book collections and the 
physical facilities were inadequate, primary school pupils were com¬ 
pelled to use the libraries on a limited basis, personnel was limited 
and the audio-visual collections did not meet the needs of the schools. 
Two surveys of High School libraries disclosed that they, too, 
had problems. It was reported by Daniels-*- and Epps2 that the librar¬ 
ies' quarters, book collection, budgets, storage spaces and personnel 
were inadequate. 
In reviewing the four studies, it was revealed that none of the 
schools met the recommended standards for school libraries according to 
the American Library Association. It is easy to perceive that these 
studies discovered certain weaknesses, and should have„served as an in¬ 
centive for the improvement of library service in each respective 
school. 
In the late 1940's the Florida State Department of Education 
began to become more conscious and award of the needs for libraries in 
the public schools. From a survey of library opportunities in the 
state of Florida conducted by the Florida Library Association in 1948, 
it was found that library facilities and personnel were inadequate 
throughout the State.3 Since then, the State Department of Education 
-*-Blanche Daniels, "A Survey of the Rochelle High School Li¬ 
brary, Lakeland Florida" (unpublished Master's thesis, School of Li¬ 
brary Service, Atlanta University, I960). 
2Helen Reese Epps, "A Survey of Library Facilities and Serv¬ 
ices in the Lumber City School, Lumber City, Georgia, 1954-55" (un¬ 
published Master's thesis, School of Library Service, Atlanta 
University, 1955). 
3Florida Library Association, Libraries in Florida, A Survey 
of Library Opportunities in the State (Tallahassee: Florida Library 
Association, 1948), p. 13. 
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may be viewed as having exerted some effort and in having given much 
assistance to the organization and implementation of school library 
programs. However, there still remain many unsolved problems and un¬ 
answered questions relevant to the status of library programs in the 
State of Florida. 
The Florida State Department of Education has devised stand¬ 
ards for its school libraries, which are on three levels. Level T is 
the lowest; level II is the middle one and level III is the highest. 
Palm Beach County is now in the process of trying to bring its school 
libraries up to level III of the State standards. 
Roosevelt Elementary School Community 
The Roosevelt Elementary School is located in the Westward Ex¬ 
pansion Subdivision at Fifteenth Street and Australian Avenue in West 
Palm Beach, Florida. West Palm Beach is the county seat of Palm Beach 
County and the sixth largest city in the State. It has a population 
of 56,208^ of which 29,980^ or 53.31 per cent are non-white. It is 
located on the south east coast of Florida near the Atlantic Ocean and 
is internationally known as a winter resort. 
Even though the housing facilities in the attendance area of 
the school are relatively good, the socio-economic status of the peo¬ 
ple is very low and many of the families are hard pressed to keep up 
payments on their homes. Of the school's enrollment of over 1,000 
■kj. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, United 
States Census of Population: I960 (Washington: U. S. Government 
Printing Office, 19ol), PC 11 Florida, p. 208. 
2Ibid., p. 200. 
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pupils approximately 400 represent homes of people who could be con¬ 
sidered culturally deprived.1 
The I960 United States Census reported that Negroes in West Palm 
Beach, had a median family income of $3,229 per year as compared to 
$4*855 for the total non-white population.2 The Census also stated that 
the average number of school years completed by Negroes was 7.93 and 
11.2^ for whites. 
There are recreational centers in the school community, thus 
alleviating the school yard as a playground. A branch of the West Palm 
Beach public library is located near the school; however, its resources 
are so limited that students find themselves traveling approximately 20 
blocks to the main public library for supplementary study materials. 
The school is surrounded by other schools. Approximately two 
blocks east is Roosevelt High School and about five blocks west is 
Westward Junior High School. Directly across the street was Roosevelt 
Junior College vint il 1965. 
Roosevelt Elementary School 
In 1957* Roosevelt Elementary School was erected on its present 
site which was referred to as the Fifteenth Street Extension, West Palm 
Beach, Florida. It is a beautiful building consisting of 14 classrooms, 
1"Self-Study Report for the Re-Evaluation of Roosevelt Elemen¬ 
tary School, 1964" (Faculty of Roosevelt Elementary School, West Palm 
Beach, Florida, 1964), p. 7 (Mimeographed.) 




a centrally located library, cafetorium, clinic, two offices and the 
other auxiliary features of a typical modern elementary school. 
The school had its beginning under the present principal; Mr. 
Charles S. Mannings, Jr. During its first year there were only 15 
teachers in this school with an enrollment of 495 pupils in grades one 
through six. It was named Roosevelt Elementary School because of its 
close proximity to the Roosevelt High School, and it would serve as a 
feeder school. 
Fifteen additional classrooms and teachers were added at the 
beginning of the 1958-59 school year, and the seventh grade was also 
added. The enrollment increased from 495 to 1,105 pupils and 30 teach¬ 
ers were here instead of 15. The enrollment continued to increase dur¬ 
ing that second year and it far exceeded the capacity of the building. 
It was necessary to add four portable classrooms and four additional 
teachers. 
The seventh grade was re-assigned to Roosevelt High School for 
the school year, 1959-60. This left Roosevelt Elementary School with 
only grades one through six again, and an enrollment of 1,049 pupils 
and 32 teachers. 
In 1961, Westward Junior High School was erected and this 
called for another change in the Roosevelt Elementary School. The 
physical changes of the school remained rather stable until 1965 when 
the former Roosevelt Junior College closed and the building was used 
as an annex to Roosevelt Elan en t ary School. The sixth grade and the 
remainder of the fifth grade were transferred to that building from 
Westward Junior High School. This change affected the total school 
enrollment and facility. In 1966 there were 1,500 pupils with 49 teach¬ 
ers in the school. Added to these are a principal, ah administrative 
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assistant, two librarians, three secretaries, one library clerk, twelve 
cafeteria workers and six custodians. 
Purpose and Scope 
Undertaking this study seemed to be beneficial endeavor in that 
there is a need for surveying the Roosevelt Elementary School Library, 
as it will give the administrator some sound basis upon which to plan 
the instructional program. The purpose of this study is to ascertain 
the status of the existing library collection, personnel, organization 
and administration, quarters and equipment, its use by teachers and pu¬ 
pils and the financial support for the school year, 1965-66. 
It is hoped that this study will discover certain strengths and 
weaknesses in the library program which may serve as an initial effort 
in the enrichment program to benefit all students of the school. It is 
further hoped that other researchers will be stimulated to pursue simi¬ 
lar projects and reveal other pertinent information concerning the li¬ 
brary services of their schools. 
Methodology 
The method used in this study was descriptive research. Use 
was made of the school library's yearly inventory record, circulation 
record, annual statistical report, annual narrative report and the prin¬ 
cipal's annual report. These records were assumed to relate practices 
of effective library service, and, thus, should be a part of a good li¬ 
brary program. 
The steps followed in conducting this survey were: 
1. Permission to conduct this survey was secured from the 
proper authority by the Dean of the Atlanta University 
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School of Library Service, 
2, Cooperation and participation of the principals, teachers 
and secretaries were solicited by interviews and informal 
directed conversation in order to determine additional 
services of the library and the effectiveness of services 
provided, 
3, Library records were used for the collection of statistical 
data. These records included the yearly inventory record, 
circulation record, annual statistical report, annual 
narrative report and the principal’s annual report. The 
U, S, Census was used to obtain background information 
about the community, 
4, The data collected were assembled, analyzed and inter¬ 
preted on the basis of the state and national standards. 
Tables were used in conjunction with the appropriate 
narrative. 
CHAPTER II 
LIBRARY ADMINISTRATION, ORGANIZATION AND ACTIVITIES 
Certain facilities and conditions are essential if good library 
services are to be provided. Some of the requisites for good library 
service relate to physical facilities, quality and amount of personnel 
available, financial support and still others to the resources of the 
library, its organization and administration. These requisites for ef- 
festive library service are discussed in this chapter. 
Personnel 
The library staff of Roosevelt Elementary School consists of 
two full time librarians and one library clerk. According to Accred¬ 
itation Standards for Florida Schools, the three levels of certification 
for library personnel specify for: 
Level I Librarians and audio-visual coordinators shall be 
properly certified in library science or library 
science and audio-visual service or be completing 
six semester hours toward regular certification 
each year. 
Level II Librarians and audio-visual coordinators shall hold 
a rank III or higher certificate in library science 
or library science and audio-visual service, grades 
1-12. 
Level III Librarians and audio-visual coordinators shall hold 
a rank II or higher certificate in library science 
and audio-visual service, grades 1-12.^ 
State Department of Education. Accreditation Standards for 
Florida Schools (Tallahassee: State Department of Education, 1963- 
1964), pp. 31-32. 
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Librarian I holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Library Serv¬ 
ice. She has had two years of experience as a high school librarian 
and six years of experience as an elementary school librarian. After 
completing a thesis in 1966, she will earn a Master of Science in Li¬ 
brary Service. 
Librarian II holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Secretarial 
Science and has completed 18 hours in library service. Prior to being 
employed as a librarian, she served as the school’s secretary for nine 
years. 
The library clerk has completed two years of college training 
in secretarial science from a local junior college. She worked as sec¬ 
retary for the Roosevelt Elementary School prior to joining the library 
staff. *' 
Both librarians meet level I and one librarian meets level II 
of the state certification standards. Since the status of the school 
librarians is that of other faculty members, they must attend all fac¬ 
ulty meetings, which are held in the library, and P. T. A. meetings. 
The librarians serve on special, committees, participate in the curricu¬ 
lum planning programs of the school, participate in community activi¬ 
ties and report annually to the principal. All of the administrative, 
technical and educational duties of the library are assumed by the li¬ 
brarians. The principal has not delegated the authority of head li¬ 
brarian to either librarian. This could serve as a handicap to the 
total effectiveness of the library's program in the school since the 
program depends upon the personalities of the librarians. 
The two librarians make and post a list, monthly, of the du¬ 
ties to be performed. Decisions are made as to which person will be 
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responsible for each day. As the work is completed, it is checked off 
the list. This has been successful thus far because the librarians are 
cooperative and realize that the work must be done and they do it. 
The duties to be performed by the librarians include scheduling 
and providing activities for classes, allocating and supervising duties 
and performance of the library clerk, selecting, ordering, and process¬ 
ing books, periodicals, other printed and visual materials, accounting 
for library fines, taking inventory, compiling statistics pertaining to 
the library and making reports. The librarians also assist pupils with 
reference work, give formal instruction in library use and work with 
teachers in curriculum enrichment. They serve on committees of the 
school, work with the library clubs and participate in some community 
activities such as giving book talks to social and religious groups. 
The size of the library staff in order to meet level I, the low¬ 
est level, should consist of one librarian and one clerk with the 
schools* enrollment of 1,500 pupils. Level II requires two librarians 
and one library clerk. Level III, the highest level, requires three li¬ 
brarians and two library clerks-*- as are recommended also by the Ameri¬ 
can Library Association.2 The school* s staff requirements are met at 
level II of the State standards. 
Library Committee 
An interested teacher from each grade, along with the librari¬ 
ans, make up the library committee changes yearly in order to give any 
llbid. 
2Florida Association of School Librarians, "Standards for School 
Librarians" (Tallahassee, Florida: State Department of Education, 1965), 
p. 1. 
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interested teacher an opportunity to work directly with the librarians 
in promoting good library service to all teachers and pupils. All 
school committee members are selected at the beginning of the school 
term by the principal. Members of the library committee have the op¬ 
portunity to volunteer, if no one volunteers, the principal appoints 
someone, The committee meets at the end of each six weeks period to 
discuss ways in which the library can improve its services. 
The school has written library policies that were forumlated by 
the library committee and have been accepted by the faculty. If there 
are new persons added to the faculty they are given a copy of the poli¬ 
cies. Other teachers have a copy of the policies in their files. The 
policies regard services and materials and are in keeping with the 
highest State standards for school libraries.1 
Ressla 
Roosevelt Elementary School has a library assistants club, 
called Ressla, meaning Roosevelt Elementary School Student Library 
Assistants. Upon recommendations from their homeroom teachers, a 
representative from each section of grades three through six compose 
the library assistants club. There are 27 members. Two of them work 
in the library 30 minutes before school opens and 30 minutes after 
closing time. Others help with charging, shelving and mending books, 
putting away magazines and newspapers, stamping books and housekeeping. 
Boys and girls may become members of the club. They do not get paid 
for their services but some are awarded certificates at the end of the 
Florida State Department of Education, loc. cit., pp. 63-64. 
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school year if their work merits it* There is not a state organization 
of school library assistants in Florida, 
Like any other club of the school, Ressla is organized with of¬ 
ficers and meets monthly during the school year. During the meetings 
the members with the assistance of the librarians, discuss problems of 
the library and evaluate their work. They make plans for bulletin 
boards and exhibits} volunteer to tell stories to the primary grades; 
dipcuss means of advertising new books and of contacting pupils for 
overdue books; and they get their work schedules for the next month. 
During the summer months, volunteers assist the assigned li¬ 
brarian in the Summer Enrichment program of the library. The number of 
volunteers vary but they perform the same duties as are performed dur¬ 
ing the regular term. 
Book Collection 
Youngsters today have a far wider world of interest than ever 
before. They are exposed to television, space travel, science experi¬ 
ments and other subjects that arouse curiosity on an elementary level. 
In order to meet the needs of these youngsters, the school library is 
expected to ". . . provide a resevoir of knowledge which supplies in¬ 
quiring minds.,,T 
The book selection procedure for the Roosevelt Elementary 
School is a cooperative process involving the librarians, teachers, ad¬ 
ministrator and pupils. Materials are selected mainly according to the 
pupil interest and the curriculum. 
^American Library Association Co-Ordinating Committee on Re¬ 
visions of Public Library Standards..., Public Library Service (Chicago: 
American Library Association, 1956), p. 31• 
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Valuable guidance in the selection of library materials has been 
gained through analyses of childrens' interest through personal contact. 
Pupils in the third, fourth, fifth and sixth grades are given a list of 
different types of books, annually, and asked to check the ones they 
like to read the best. Their responses are tabulated and used, by the 
librarians, to aid in the selection of materials that interest them. 
The librarians and teachers select books from recommended lists 
such as the Children's Catalog,^- A Basic Book Collection For Elementary 
Grades,2 Booklist and Subscription Books Bulletin,3 Horn Book,^- and 
Library Journal.5 There is no State list from which to select books. 
The library uses the Dewey Decimal Classification system. All 
books that come into the library during the regular school term are 
processed by the librarians. Books that are received during the sum¬ 
mer are processed by a county processing staff which consists of one 
professional librarian and five library clerks. The processing staff 
will come to the school, on request of the librarian, during the sum¬ 
mer and process the new books. All catalog cards are made in the li¬ 
brary because the school does not provide funds for ordering printed 
cards. 
^Children's Catalog (New York: H. W. Wilson Company, 1909 ). 
^A Basic Book Collection For Elementary Grades. Compiled by a 
Joint Committee of the American Library Association, National Education 
Association and National Council of Teachers of English (Chicago: 
American Library Association, I960). 
^Booklist and Subscription Books Bulletin (Chicago: American 
Library Association, 1905 )~» 
^•Hom Book (Boston: The Horn Book Incorporated, 1924 ). 
^Library Journal (New York: R. R. Bowker Company, 1876 ). 
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An accession record, in addition to a shelf-list is kept of the 
library's holdings. Lost or discarded books are indicated in the ac¬ 
cession record and cards for lost or discarded books are pulled from 
the shelf list and card catalog. 
Inventory of the library's collection is taken twice a year; 
the first week of the school term and the last week in May. It is 
necessary to take inventory the first week of the school term because 
the library is open during the summer for the Summer Enrichment Program. 
The inventory of the library's book collection in May, 1966 re¬ 
vealed that Roosevelt Elementary School library has 6,874 volumes and 
5,929 titles. The inventory was taken by reading the shelves with the 
shelf list. One librarian and the library clerk took the inventory. 
Recency 
Table 1 shows the holdings of Roosevelt Elementary School li¬ 
brary by class, the number of volumes, titles, duplicates and the num¬ 
ber of titles published between 1960-1965. It reveals that the non¬ 
fiction collection is strongest in science, social sciences and his¬ 
tory. About one third of these books may be considered recent or pub¬ 
lished since I960. The table also reveals that the fiction collection 
consists of 987 volumes and about one third of those are relatively new. 
Approximately one half of the 1,017 easy books were published since 
I960. The school's enrollment consists of approximately 700 pupils in 
grades one through three and the easy books are utilized mostly by these 
youngsters. Less than two books per child in grades one through three 
are in the easy book collection. Of the 6,874 books in the Roosevelt 




HOLDINGS OF THE ROOSEVELT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
LIBRARY AS OF MAY 30, 1966 BY TYPES OF 
BOOKS, NUMBER OF VOLUMES, TITLES AND 
DUPLICATES AND THE NUMBER 
PUBLISHED BETWEEN 1960-65 
Number 
Type of Books 




General Works 355 355 20 159 
Philosophy 147 134 13 47 
Religion 144 126 18 34 
Social Science 744 608 166 246 
Language 146 101 45 39 
Science 880 734 146 308 
Applied Science 435 393 42 172 
Fine Arts 504 363 141 121 
History 673 604 69 205 
Biography 611 557 54 233 
Fiction 987 938 49 : 315 
Easy Books 1,017 856 161 501 
Story Collection 201 180 21 44 
Total 6,874 5,929 945 2,424 
Comparison With Basic List 
Table 2 shows a comparison of the library holdings of Roose¬ 
velt Elementary School with A Basic Book Collection For Elementary 
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TABLE 2 
A COMPARISON OF THE LIBRARY HOLDINGS OF THE ROOSEVELT 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL WITH A BASIC BOOK COLLECTION 
FOR ELEMENTARY GRADES 










General Works 32 21 65.6 
Religion 12 10 83.3 
Social Sciences 91 89 98.9 
Language 3 3 100.0 
Science 130 124 95.3 
Applied Science 100 100 100.0 
Fine Arts 50 47 94.0 
Literature 36 30 83.3 
History 229 203 88.6 
Fiction 215 212 98.6 
Easy Books 138 130 94.2 
Total 1,306 969 93.5 
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Grades.1 It shows the number and per cent of titles on the Basic list 
held by the library according to the subject areas. It reveals that 
all subject areas were well represented. This is due primarily to a 
special allocation of funds by the County three years ago in an attempt 
to bring its libraries up to level II of the State’s standards and the 
Basic list was used as a standard source for ordering books. General 
Works is the only subject area in which the library does not have 80 
per cent or more representation from the Basic list. 
Level II of the state standards require: 
A well selected collection of at least seven educationally 
useful library books per pupil, based on the previous 
year's closing membership or present membership or a total 
of 18,000 whichever is smaller shall be provided.2 
The national standards recommend that ten books per child be 
provided.3 in order to meet level II of the State standards, Roosevelt 
Elementary School with 1,500 pupils needs to secure 4,571 additional 
titles and the national standards would require the school to secure 
9,071 additional titles. In May, 1966 the library provided only five 
and one half books per child. 
There is an adequate collection of reference materials in the 
Roosevelt Elementary School library according to both the State and na¬ 
tional standards. The Stated requires and American Library Associa¬ 
tion recommends that dictionaries, encyclopedias, atlases and other 
3-A Basic Book Collection For Elementary Grades, loc. cit. 





special purpose reference books shall be provided in up-to-date editions 
in quantity and in variety to assure quality library service. A variety 
of 12 sets of encyclopedias belong to the collection. They are: the 
World Book Encyclopedia (2 sets), Compton's Pictured Encyclopedia (2 
sets), The Golden Encyclopedia. Britannica Junior (2 sets), The Golden 
Book Encyclopedia (2 sets), Our Wonderful World (2 sets) and the Lin¬ 
coln Library of Essential Information. There are two unabridged dic¬ 
tionaries, 30 special purpose dictionaries, special reference books for 
each Dewey subject area, seven atlases, six encyclopedia annuals, three 
current almanacs of general information, a set of Childcraft and a set 
of The Children's Hour. 
Funds are provided for materials to be purchased throughout the 
school year. However, the majority of the books are ordered twice a 
year, in December and April. 
Non-Book Materials 
The Roosevelt Elementary School subscribes to 33 periodicals 
and four newspapers. The national standards recommend 25 periodicals 
and from three to six newspapers for schools having grades kindergarten 
through six.l The State standards, level III, the highest level, re¬ 
quire 30 magazines and six newspapers.2 The State standards, level III, 
were met for periodicals, however, only level II was met for newspapers 
since level III requires a minimum of six titles. The national stand¬ 
ards were met for both periodicals and newspapers. 
1American Association of School Librarians, Standards for 
School Library Programs (Chicago: American Library Association, I960), 
p. 78. 
^Florida Association of School Librarians, loc. cit., p. 10. 
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Roosevelt Elementary School subscribes to the following peri¬ 
odicals and newspapers : 
Periodicals 
American Girl : ... r ~ï.; Library Journal 
Booklist and Subscription Life 
Books Bulletin 
Look 
Boys * Life 
Music Journal 












Elementary School Journal 
School Library Journal 
Grade Teacher 
Science Digest 
Horn Book Magazine 
Time 
Hurnpty Dumpty 
U. S. News and World 
The Instructor Report 
Jack and Jill Wilson Library Bulletin 
Junior Scholastic Wee Wisdom 
Newspapers 
The Miami Herald (Daily) The Palm Beach Post (Local- 
Daily) 
The Photo News (Local 
Negro - Weekly) The New York Times (Daily 
except Sunday) 
Back issues of newspapers and magazines are not kept in the li¬ 
brary because of the lack of storage space. However, newspapers are 
kept in the library for one week and magazines are kept for a month. 
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After this time, they are stored in a general storage closet down the 
corridor. This does not allow for either to be kept for a definite 
period of time because faculty members have access to the storage room 
and may take whatever they please. As a result of this, a number of 
magazines and newspapers are missing. 
A valuable asset to the Roosevelt Elementary School library is 
its vertical file. The librarians clip and mount pertinent pictures 
and other current materials for use.by teachers and pupils. A continu¬ 
ous revision of various pieces in the collection is made. Obsolete ma¬ 
terials are discarded. Teachers help to collect materials from maga¬ 
zines, newspapers, discarded books, free and inexpensive materials and 
the Palm Beach County Chamber of Commerce. After they have collected 
the materials, they usually bring them to the librarians with a friendly, 
"Here is something that you might like to put in the vertical file." 
All vertical file materials are placed in a legal-sized filing cabinet 
with three drawers. There are about 50 subject headings used in approxi¬ 
mately 90 folders. 
Level III of the State standards are vague and indefinite con¬ 
cerning vertical file materials, stating that, "Separate vertical file 
of pictures, clippings and pamphlets organized by subject shall be 
available in the school library ... 
Films are borrowed from the County's Curriculum Library since 
they are more expensive than other types of projection materials and 
Roosevelt Elementary School does not own a single one. Other sudio- 
-visual materials that will assist teachers in their work may also be 
~*~Ibid., p. 10. 
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borrowed frora the Curriculum Library by simply filling out a request 
form. 
Table 3 shows the number of audio-visual materials available in 
the Roosevelt Elementary School and their subject areas. It reveals 
that the materials collection consists of more filmstrips than any other 
type of material. Of the 822 pieces of material 563 or 68.4 per cent 
are filmstrips and about one fifth or 106 of these are in the area of 
science. The table also shows that the collection contains more film¬ 
strips in the areas of science, language arts and social science. The 
fine arts are poorly represented. Only six games are included in the 
collection. 
In addition to the audio-visual materials listed in Table 3, 
charts, maps and globes are provided for the individual classrooms. 
These materials are issued to individual teachers from the office and 
are not a part of the library's collection. 
Library Quarters and Equipment 
According to Fargo, "In an elementary school,' proximity to upper 
grade classroom and activity centers is to be sought rather than near¬ 
ness to primary rooms...."! jn the Roosevelt Elementary School the li¬ 
brary's location does not follow Fargo's recommendation. It is housed 
near the front entrance of the two story building and adjacent to the 
cafetorium and primary classrooms surround it. The intermediate grades 
are located on the second floor and in the school's annex across the 








Games i Film- , 
strips 
Maps ' Record¬ 
ings 
Charts 
Social Science • • • 74 • • • 15 5 94 
Language Arts 2 84 • • • 48 • • • 134 
Science 2 106 • • • 12 3 123 
Mathematics • • • 48 • • • 2 • • • 50 
Useful Arts • • • 30 4 • • • 1 35 
Fine Arts 1 8 • • • 14 • • • 23 
Literature 1 26 1 21 1 50 
History • • • 44 59 • • • • • • 103 
Geography and 
Travel • • • 35 35 • • • • • • 70 
Biography • • • 27 • • • • • • • • • 27 
Other • • • 51 • • • 62 0 0 0 113 
Total 6 563 99 144 10 822 
The reading room which excludes the circulation center is 1,290 
square feet in size or 43 feet long and 30 feet wide. It does not have 
sufficient space to seat 10 per cent of the enrollment which is required 
by the State-*- standards and recommended by the national^ standards. 
1Florida State Department of Education. Florida Public School 
libraries... Let1s Take a Good Look ! (Tallahassee, Florida: State De¬ 
partment of Education, 1959), p. 101. 
^Florida Association of School Librarians, loc♦ cit.. p. 3. 
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The Roosevelt Elementary School will seat 54 pupils and according to 
standards it should seat at least 150 pupils. On the other hand, a room 
large enough to accommodate 150 pupils would probably be too large to 
manage effectively. 
The book collection is housed on open shelves in the main read¬ 
ing room. Current magazines and newspapers are also displayed here for 
a period of one month (magazines) and one week (newspapers), afterwhich, 
they are stored. 
Fiction, easy books and a browsing area are located at one end 
of the main reading room. Adjacent to this area is a combination con¬ 
ference and audio-visual storage room for equipment. It is separated 
from the main reading room by a glass vision panel. The stationary 
wood cabinets that have been built in this area to store audio-visual 
equipment take up one fourth of the floor space. The room is only 144 
square feet. There is one table and four chairs in this room. In ad¬ 
dition to being used for storage, teachers use it for conferences with 
small groups of pupils for small group meetings. 
A charging desk is located where the librarians are in command 
of entrance. It is a plastic laminated desk eight feet long and 36 
inches high and it does not permit all of the six year olds to see over 
or reach above it. 
Back of the charging desk is a space of 144 square feet used as 
the librarians’ office. Here are two teacher’s desk, a wooden storage 
cabinet and a book shelf. This leaves very little maneuvering space 
for the librarians and the library clerk. 
The workroom is located directly behind the space used as the 
librarian's office. It, too, is only 144 square feet and does not 
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provide ample work space for the staff. It has a sink with running 
water, a 36 inch high counter with formica top and shelves for storing 
unprocessed books. The workroom is separated from the space used as 
the librarian's office by a wall and a door with a glass vision panel. 
There is only one electrical outlet in the workroom. Two steel file 
cabinets are housed here. One is used for vertical file materials and 
the other is used for filing test records for the school. 
Neither the State or national standards are met concerning the 
workroom. The State standards-1- mention "adequate" space for storing 
and servicing audio-visual materials and books while the national^ 
standards recommend a workroom of 400 square feet as compared to the 
144 square feet which this library has. 
Acoustical ceilings are used for sound absorption. Sufficient 
light makes reading pleasant and a pastel shade of green is appropriate 
for the walls. Wall plaques, pictures and live plants add to the li¬ 
brary 1s atmosphere. 
The library furniture includes nine 29" tables and 54 chairs, 
a built-in bulletin board, an eight feet circulation desk 36 inches 
high, a wooden card catalog cabinet with 15 drawers and base, a steel 
card catalog cabinet with six drawers for shelf-list cards, a filmstrip 
cabinet, two teacher's desk, one secretary's swivel chair, a book truck, 
a step stool, one legal size metal file cabinet,a magazine rack and a 
newspaper rack. Two table dictionary stands are also here. 
-^Florida State Department of Education, loc. cit., p. 100. 
^American Library Association, loc. cit., pp. 119-120. 
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Table 4 shows the quantity of audio-visual equipment belonging 
to Roosevelt Elementary School and the method of storage. It shows 
that the majority of the equipment is stored in cabinets. The pre¬ 
viewers are stored in their cases and the projection stands are on the 
floor in the conference room. Of the 34 record players, 33 are stored 
in individual classrooms while one is stored in a cabinet in the library. 
Roosevelt Elementary School meets all of the State standards and level II 
standards concerning filmstrip projectors, record players, projection 
stands and cameras.1 The national standards^ which recommend a "suffi¬ 
cient" amount of equipment for the classrooms and the library are not 
met. 
In order to meet level III of the State standards, Roosevelt 
Elementary School must purchase five more 16 millimeter motion picture 
projectors, three overhead projectors, 49 permanently mounted screens 
or projection surfaces for each classroom, plus a large screen for the 
auditorium and a motion picture camera. If level III of the State stand¬ 
ards are met the amount of equipment will be sufficient for effective use 
in the school and will in turn meet the national standards. 
Financial Support 
The chief sources for the support of Roosevelt Elementary 
School is an appropriation from the Palm Beach County Board of Public 
Instruction. The amoyrnt of the appropriation is based on the school's 
average daily attendance for the first six months of the preceeding 
^Florida Association of School Librarians, loc. cit., pp. 13-14. 
2Ibid., p. 2. 
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TABLE 4 
QUANTITY AND METHOD OF STORAGE OF AUDIO-VISUAL 
EQUIPMENT IN THE ROOSEVELT ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL LIBRARY 
Equipment Number 
Method of Storing 
Cabinet Cases Other 
Camera (Polaroid) 1 X • • • • • • 
Film projectors 
16 millimeters 2 X • • • • • • 
Filmstrip and slide 
projectors 9 X • • • • • • 
Opaque projectors 1 X • • • • • • 
Previewers 3 • • • X • • • 
Projection screens 6 X • • • • • • 
Projection stands 6 • • • • • • X 
Record players 1 X • • • • • • 
Record players* 33 • • • • • • X 
Tachistoscopes 1 x' • • • • • • 
Tape recorders 10 X • • • • • • 
'’“"These record players are issued at the beginning of the school 
term to teachers and kept in their classrooms until school closes. 
school year. One dollar per child enrolled in the school is appro¬ 
priated for library books and funds for audio-visual materials are allo¬ 
cated according to the request of the principal. He informs the librari¬ 
ans as to how much has been allocated for audio-visual materials. Funds 
for magazines and library supplies come from the regular school budget. 
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A 50 per cent reimbursement is made by the Federal Government to the 
school for any materials or equipment purchased under the National De¬ 
fense Education Act. Public Law 8910 of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act made available $2,170 for the purchase of library mate¬ 
rials in addition to the regular 1965-1966 library budget of Roosevelt 
Elementary School. The American Library Association^- recommends at 
least four to six dollars per child for library books and from two to 
six dollars for audio-visual materials. The amount of funds appro¬ 
priated for the 1965-1966 school term did not meet national recommen¬ 
dations. The amount appropriated by the county for library books was 
$2,260 or $1.50 per pupil. The amount appropriated, by the county, for 
audio-visual materials was $1,278 or 85 cents per pupil. Table 5 shows 
the amount of money appropriated by the county and the federal govern¬ 
ment for library books and audio-visual materials. The State did not 
appropriate any money for library materials. 
The $2,170 allocated by the Federal Government carried no stipu¬ 
lation as to how it was to be spent. Since the audio-visual materials 
collection was so very inadequate and there were many requests for ad¬ 
ditional materials, most of these funds were spent in that area. 
Table 6 shows expenditures for library resources for the past 
two years. The tremendous increase in funds for library- materials dur¬ 
ing the 1965-1966 school year was due to the appropriation made by the 
Federal Government. In the 1964-1965 school year, only $600 was spent 
for audio-visual materials and four and a half times that amount was 
spent in the 1965-1966 school year. 
-*-Florida Association of School Librarians, loc. cit., p. 2. 
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TABLE 5 
FUNDS APPROPRIATED BY THE COUNTY AND THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT FOR LIBRARY BOOKS AND AUDIO-VISUAL 
MATERIALS, 1965-1966 




Library books $2,226.00 $ 648.00 $2,874.00 
Audio-visual 
materials 1,278.00 1,278.00 2,800.00 
Total #3,504.00 $2,170.00 $5,674.00 
The Federal Government also appropriated $648 for library books. 
This caused an increase over the 1964-1965 library book budget in ad¬ 
dition to more funds because of an increase in the school’s enrollment. 
There was not an increase in the amount of funds appropriated for li¬ 
brary supplies and magazines. The addition of one newspaper for the 
1965-1966 school term called for an increase in the newspaper budget 
and an additional $15 were spent for library repairs. 
No special provision is made for the purchase of encyclopedias 
or professional books. When the need arises for such, the regular book 
budget is decreased. 
All financial records concerning the library are kept in a 
folder in the principal's office. These records are accessible to the 
librarians at all times 
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TABLE 6 
LIBRARY EXPENDITURES AT ROOSEVELT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
1964-1966 
Type of Materials 
Fiscal Year 
1964-1965 1965-1966 
Audio-visual materials $ 600.00 $2,800.00 
Audio-visual equipment 1,825.00 2,500.00 
Books 1,100.00 2,874.00 
Library supplies 300.00 300.00 
Magazines 125.00 125.00 
Newspapers 50.00 65.OO 
Repairs 25.00 35.00 
Total $4,025.00 $8,699.00 
Services 
Some of the services for pupils at Roosevelt Elementary School 
include reading guidance, listening and viewing activities, instruction 
in the use of books and libraries, library club participation and free 
reading. Reading guidance has helped to alleviate the problem of the 
over ambitious pupil selecting a book too difficult,or the lazy reader 
selecting a book too easy. The librarians prepare a graded list of 
books recommended for the primary and intermediate grades. The list 
consists of books chosen from the Children's Catalog^- that are available 
•^-Children's Catalog, loc. cit. 
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in the library, and is given to each child. A space is provided, on the 
list, for each child to check off each book he has read. This has en¬ 
couraged pupils to try and read books in the various subject areas. 
Bulletin boards and displays are prepared which focus on good 
reading. New books added to the collection are advertised and once per 
year assembly programs are sponsored to spotlight library services. 
Other techniques used to stimulate reading interest and the services of 
the library are book talks, reading aloud to groups and storytelling. 
Recordings, filmstrips, slides, films and other audio-visual 
materials are provided by both Roosevelt Elementary School and the 
county's Curriculum Library. These materials are used in correlation 
with subjects of interest for the pupils. Only teachers are permitted 
to take these materials out of the library. 
Formal instruction in the use of libraries is a planned activi¬ 
ty for the pupils. According to Gardiner-^- "The amount and kind of li¬ 
brary instruction to be given to children depends somewhat upon the kind 
of library facilities available...." In spite of limited facilities in 
Roosevelt Elementary School Library, pupils follow recommended guide¬ 
lines in units of instruction. For the first grade, desirable attitudes 
toward public property and toward the rights of the group are developed. 
The course of instruction is developed gradually as the pupils needs for 
additional skills arise. 
Beginning the second week of each school term, all classes are 
scheduled to visit the library for 30 minutes one per week until the 
1Jewel Gardiner, Administering Library Service in the Elemen¬ 
tary School (Chicago: American Library Association, 1954), p. 138. 
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last week in May. The librarians, along with the teachers, work to¬ 
gether in helping children become independent library users. Since the 
librarians cannot give all the directed instruction needed, they serve 
as consultants in "follow-up" lessons in the classrooms. One librarian 
is in charge of library activities every other day. This leaves the 
other one free to visit the classrooms to discuss some phase of library 
use if it becomes necessary. 
Use By Pupils 
Practical activities which contribute to pupils1 use of the li¬ 
brary add to the enrichment of the school’s program. Teachers have been 
successful in guiding pupils in collecting clippings, pictures, sea 
shells and other articles of educational value. The librarians mount, 
file, or display these if they can be used in the library's collection. 
In some of the intermediate grades, classroom libraries are handled 
successfully by properly selected pupils. 
The student library assistants club, which is discussed in Chap¬ 
ter two builds interest in the use of the library by pupils. In addi¬ 
tion to the selected group of pupils who make up the student library 
assistants club, the Roosevelt Elementary School has a library club. 
This club is composed of about 175 volunteers from the fourth, fifth 
and sixth grades. They meet once per month and are organized with offi¬ 
cers and committee members. The. large membership creates a seating 
problem since the library will seat only 54 pupils but nobody seems to 
mind sitting on the floor during club meetings. The purpose of the club 
is to provide opportunities for education and exploration in library 
materials and organization. The committees include a decoration commit¬ 
tee, a publicity committee, a visual-aids committee and a program 
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committee. In May of each year the library club goes on a field trip 
to some place of interest, and a visit is made to the public library 
during Children's Book Week. The public librarian is notified of their 
coming visit and plans some type of activity for them. 
Once a month classes are brought to the library for an opportu¬ 
nity to just browse among books and read whatever they wish. This makes 
it possible for some pupils to find their special interests at their own 
reading level but it does not alleviate the need for informal and subtle 
guidance by those who know the pupils and are acquainted with many mate¬ 
rials. During their next library period, pupils are given the opportu¬ 
nity to discuss what they selected to read but because of the time 
lapse, some of the pupils forget what they have read. 
The rules and regulations of the library permit pupils only in 
grades three through six to take books home for one week and they may be 
renewed. Reference books are to be used in the library only, by pupils. 
Teachers may use them in their classrooms. The first and second 
graders are encouraged to come into the library before and after school 
to read. Teachers of grades one and two select books to be used in 
their classroom collections. 
Magazines and newspapers are not circulated outside of the li¬ 
brary by pupils or teachers. 
U3e By Teachers 
The teachers of Roosevelt Elementary School use the library in 
numerous -ways. They obtain information and materials necessary for the 
preparation of their instructional units; they find illustrative mate¬ 
rials for classroom bulletin boards; they inform the librarians of spe¬ 
cial projects for their classes during their scheduled library periods; 
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they request materials to be ordered for the library; and, through the 
librarians, they keep informed about new books and materials. 
Books are used more by teachers than any other type of material. 
Filmstrips and bulletins rank second and third in use while professional 
materials rank fourth. 
Personal interviews with teachers revealed that some of the li¬ 
brary materials were too limited for effective use. Nineteen or 41 per 
c ent of the 49 teachers stated that more recordings were needed; four 
or nine per cent wanted more textfilms; 25 or approximately half of them 
stated a need for transparencies; and all teachers complained about the 
need for additional filmstrip projectors. 
All teachers are given the opportunity and even urged to help 
select materials for the school library. However, only 29 or 63 per 
cent requisitioned any type of library materials during the 1965-1966 
school term. 
Roosevelt Elementary School has a collection of professional 
books, pamphlets, magazines, bulletins and resource units. Interviews 
with teachers indicated that 2? or 59 per cent had used any of the pro¬ 
fessional materials to aid them in their in-service studies. 
The teachers were asked to give the librarians a list of sugges¬ 
tions or needs that would help to improve the library services of the 
school. In general, the teachers wanted the library to obtain more of 
what it already has such as filmstrips and recordings, longer library 
periods, more material about the city and State, more books related to 
art and music and more filmstrip and movie projectors. It was also sug¬ 




The Roosevelt Elementary School library does more than guide 
reading, provide materials and help teachers ; it serves other educa¬ 
tional functions. In addition to having a regular class schedules, the 
library is open 30 minutes before and after school. These periods are 
sometimes used by pupils pursuing a wide diversity of out of school 
personal interests. There is a constant demand for the official rules 
of baseball for the little league baseball team; the Girl Scout Handbook; 
or the Junior Red Gross magazine. 
During these periods pupils from all grades, particularly the 
upper grades, also come into the library for special reference work. 
Some find what they need independently while others need assistance. 
During the 1965-1966 school term, The Anti-Poverty Program pro¬ 
vided an opportunity for pupils of Roosevelt Elementary School to en¬ 
gage in a physical fitness program for two hours after school. By spe¬ 
cial request from the physical fitness instructors, the library re¬ 
mained open for a period of longer than the regular 30 minutes. The 
"physical fitness" children, during the period when the library re¬ 
mained open by special request, came in to find games to aid them in 
the program; to listen to physical fitness records or see a filmstrip 
related to their particular activity. This would usually require the 
library to remain open for 45 to 60 minutes longer than the required 
30 minutes and the librarian, in charge, was not paid for overtime. 
The P. T. A. often calls upon the librarians for aid in plan¬ 
ning its activities. Members of the non-instructional staff often seek 
the use of the library resources to aid them with their various tasks 
or interests and community adults who are enrolled in the Adult Basic 
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Education program often have found themselves in the Roosevelt Elementary- 
School library for assistance in their studies. 
Palm Beach County Board of Public Instruction provides a Summer 
Enrichment Program for six weeks after the regular school term ends. 
The Roosevelt Elementary School library has been opened for the past 
four summers to assist pupils in the enrichment program with their stud¬ 
ies and a librarian is hired. Some volunteer student assistants of the 
regular school year assist her. 
Attendance 
A record of library attendance is not ordinarily kept. However, 
for this study an attendance record for the month of October, 1965 was 
kept of pupils and teachers who visited the library before and after 
school. This record showed that 450 or 30 per cent of the enrollment 
visited the library before school opened in the morning and 1,125 or 75 
per cent visited the library after school closed. During the month, 
1,575 pupils visited the library or 105 per cent of the enrollment. The 
record also showed that only 15 or 30 per cent of the teachers visited 
the library before school opened, during the month of October, and 25 
or approximately 50 per cent visited after the school*s closing hour. 
Glasses are scheduled to visit the library once per week. An 
average of nine classes visited the library daily. The average enroll¬ 
ment for each class was approximately 30 pupils. This meant that the 
attendance for all classes per week was approximately 1,470 pupils or 
5,870 per month. 
Circulation 
Only books are circulated to pupils for home use and only pu¬ 
pils in the third, fourth, fifth and sixth grades are permitted to take 
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books home. A record is not kept of books that are circulated in the 
library. 
The circulation trends in Roosevelt Elementary School library 
is shown in Table 7 for a period of four years, 1963-1965. It shows 
the number of books circulated during each of the nine months, the total 
number of books circulated each year and the average monthly circulation 
for each year. It also shows the total monthly circulation for the four 
year period. The circulation trend followed no particular pattern dur¬ 
ing the four year period. The total number of books circulated in¬ 
creased each year which was probably due a great deal to the increase 
in the book collection and the enrollment. More books circulated in 
October and January than in-the other months and the third highest month 
of circulation is April. December is a short school month which may ac¬ 
count for the circulation being lowest in this period. 
TABLE 7 
BOOK CIRCULATION STATISTICS OF THE ROOSEVELT ELEMENTARY 




1962 1963 1964 1965 
September 300 940 1,030 1,087 3,907 
October 363 1,057 1,169 1,460 4,549 
November 955 970 1,006 1,245 4,176 
December 362 897 937 1,066 3,762 
January 960 1,032 1,230 1,197 4,419 
February 937 953 1,117 1,074 4,086 
March 845 952 1,107 1,207 4,111 
April 847 1,015 1,130 1,233 4,275 
May 911 967 1,003 1,087 3,968 
Total 7,930 3,788 9,329 10,656 37,253 
Average Monthly 
Circulation S3? 976 1,092 1,184 4,139 
CHAPTER III 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
West Palm Beach Florida, the sixth largest city in Florida is 
located on the East Coast of Florida, in Palm Beach County, and is in¬ 
ternationally known as a winter resort. It has a population of 56,208 
of which 53.31 per cent are non-white. This does not mean, however, 
that over half of the population are Negroes since there are many Cubans, 
Porto Ricans and Mexicans here. 
Residence in the attendance area of the Roosevelt Elementary 
School represent a wide variety of economic, social and cultural back¬ 
grounds. The median annual income for Negroes, in I960 was $3,299 as 
compared to $4,855 for whites. Negroes have completed an average of 
7.9 years of school wherein the whites completed 11.2 years. 
Recreational areas in the school community alleviate the school 
yard as being used for a playground. Because there is no branch of the 
public library located near the school, pupils travel approximately 20 
blocks to the main public library for supplementary library resources. 
Roosevelt High School is approximately two blocks east of 
Roosevelt Elementary School and Westward Junior High School is about 
five blocks west. The former Roosevelt Junior College was located di¬ 
rectly across the street from the elementary school until the 1965 fis¬ 
cal year when it was closed and its plant was used as an annex to the 
Roosevelt Elementary School. 
Roosevelt Elementary School, which has an all Negro enrollment 
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of 1,500 pupils and a faculty of 57, is the County's largest elementary 
school. The main physical plant includes 35 classrooms, a cafetorium, 
a library and other auxiliary features of a typical modem elementary 
school. 
The purpose of this study was to ascertain the status of the 
existing library personnel, collection, organization and administration, 
quarters and equipment, financial support and services of the Roosevelt 
Elementary School of West Palm Beach, Florida, as of the 1965 fiscal 
year. The findings should assist school personnel in formulating plans 
for future development of the library. 
Data were secured through observation, informal directed conver¬ 
sation, interviews, and examination of library records. American Library 
Association standards and Accreditation Standards for Florida Schools 
were used to evaluate the data. 
Both librarians of the Roosevelt school are college graduates. 
One has earned a Bachelor's degree in Library Service and has completed 
all course work for the Master of Science in Library Service degree. 
The other has completed 18 semester hours in library service. The staff 
of the library does not meet the requirements for the highest level of 
the State's standards nor those of the American Library Association for 
a school of Roosevelt's size. Another professional staff member and one 
more clerk are highly desirable. Neither of the two librarians has been 
designated to serve as head librarian. It is left to them to plan work 
cooperatively. This seems to be a reflection of weakness on the part of 
the school's administrative office. Both librarians are classified as 
teachers and assume such duties and responsibilities as are required of 
teachers, such as attending faculty meetings, P.T.A. meetings, and 
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serving on various school committees. 
An active faculty library committee functions well in the Roose¬ 
velt school. It has formulated a statement of library policies which 
has been accepted and respected by the administrator and teacher, 
A student library assistants group is also rather active. These 
young people give of their service to routine work in the library. 
Their contributions are necessary to the smooth operation of the li¬ 
brary as they free the staff to do other things. 
Teachers, pupils and administrators are asked to aid in book 
selection for the library and they cooperate to some extent. Several 
basic book selection aids are at their disposal to guide them in this 
endeavor. 
All books are processed in the library by the staff during the 
regular session. The County Board of Education provides cataloging 
service during the summer if there is a need for it. 
In 1966 there were more than 6,974 books in the Roosevelt li¬ 
brary and about a third of these were published since I960. Most of the 
books that are in the Basic Book Collection for Elementary Grades are in 
the collection because the Basic list was used as a guide for building 
up the collection when special funds were provided by the county and 
Federal government. 
Reference books, periodicals and vertical file materials seem 
adequate for the library but more newspapers are needed. The County 
Curriculum Library supplies films and other materials upon request. 
More filmstrips, recordings, games and maps are needed to fill needs in 
most of the subject areas. There is a record player in most of the 
classrooms of the school but there is a need for projection screens and 
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more projectors of all types. 
The library itself is an attractive room with open shelves, and 
it seats 54 persons. It should be larger according to some standards 
but its limited capacity has not created any particular problem. The 
work space behind the circulation desk is too limited, as is the space 
in the small crowded workroom. It is difficult for the staff to oper¬ 
ate with ease in both of these areas. 
Funds from the County for materials for the Roosevelt School Li¬ 
brary are based upon the average daily attendance and one dollar per < - 
child is allocated. Federal aid the past year has been a great help and 
most of the Federal monies were spent on audio-visual materials. More 
money is still needed in order to meet the highest State and national 
standards. 
The Roosevelt Elementary School library staff provides specific 
services to stimulate pupils to use the library facilities. They pro¬ 
vide reading guidance, guidance in listening and viewing, reference 
service, graded lists, bulletin boards displays, assembly programs, book 
talks and class visitations. In correlation with subject interest of 
pupils, supplementary materials such as filmstrips, films, recordings 
and slides are borrowed from the County's Curriculum Library. Formal 
instruction in the use of the library is also provided to stimulate pu¬ 
pils to use the library. 
Teachers cooperate with the library staff by guiding pupils in 
collecting articles of educational value such as clippings, pictures and 
sea shells. Some pupils make use of the library by supervising class¬ 
room collections while others become members of the student library club, 
or the library club or participate in the free browsing period that is 
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provided once per month. 
The circulation policies of the school permit only pupils in 
grades three through six to check out books. Pupils in grades one and 
two are encouraged to read books in the library before and after school. 
Books are the only materials that are circulated to pupils outside of 
the library. 
Interviews with teachers revealed that there were not enough ma¬ 
terials to effectively meet their demands. It was suggested that more 
materials and equipment such as filmstrips, film, filmstrip projectors, 
recordings, books in the area of the arts and more professional materi¬ 
als should be purchased by the library. The interviews also revealed 
that in spite of teachers being given the opportunity and urged to aid 
in selecting library materials, only 29 per cent cooperated during the 
1965-1966 school term. Only 27 of the teachers had made use of the pro¬ 
fessional materials and eight of those used the materials for their per¬ 
sonal use. 
The teachers pointed out that the selection of materials and 
equipment was adequate but the quantity should be increased. It was al¬ 
so suggested that an air-conditioner would be most beneficial. 
Other than providing educational services to the pupils and 
teachers of Roosevelt Elementary School, the library extends services to 
the community adults and other special interest groups. It has assisted 
organizations such as the Girl Scouts, the Junior Red Gross and the lit¬ 
tle league baseball team with their out-of-school interests. The li¬ 
brary also rendered special services to the P. T. A., the Adult Basic 
Education Program and the non-instructional staff of the school. The li¬ 
brary is open during the summer months for a Summer Enrichment Program 
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and during this time it has served the "Headstarters" that use the 
Roosevelt Elanentary School plant. 
No record of library attendance is kept. However, in order to 
gather data for this study, a record was kept for one month of pupils 
and teachers who visited the library before the beginning of the daily 
program of classes and after the close of daily program of classes. The 
record revealed that 30 per cent of the pupils enrolled at the Roosevelt 
Elementary School visited the library before the beginning of the daily 
program of classes and 75 per cent visited after the close of the daily 
program of classes. As for teachers, 30 per cent of them come before 
school opened in the morning and 50 per cent in the afternoon after 
school closing hours. All classes are scheduled to visit the library 
once per week. The total attendance for all classes per month is approxi¬ 
mately 1,470 pupils and 48 teachers. This fixed schedule does not make 
provisions for pupils to come into the library during the school day when 
the immediate need arises. 
The circulation of books over a period of three years showed no 
specific pattern except that there was an increase in the number of 
books circulated each year. 
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